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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a printer in which a storage capacity of a memory is ensured, even when 
image data are stored for a long time. 

SOLUTION: Upon receipt of print data in the storage print mode in a printer 10, when an idle capacity of a storage 
unit 16 is more than a designated value, the compressed data are accumulated after a compression process. When 
there are data which have been accumulated in the storage unit 16 for a specified time and whose compression rate 
is less than a maximum compression rate, the data are compressed again at a compression rate which is increased 
by one level and the resulting data are replaced with the image data in the storage unit 16. When a maximum 
compression rate is exceeded at a compression rate increased by one level, it is displayed as an error on a display 
input section 18. When data capable of being compressed again do not exist in the storage unit 16 and data are 
received and being stored at present, the data being received are converted into image data, which are compressed 
at a compression rate higher by one level, and the compressed data are stored in the storage unit 16. 
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